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J 7 may me $: 2 9 * 1 
1 That having wrote a good deal more, 
upon this large and copious Subject, than 
what could paſſi bly be delivered within the 
Compaſs of an Haur; after Thad yielded to 


the Importutity of ſeveral worthy Brethren, 


and others & my good Friends, who urged 


me to publiſh the Sermon; 5. I thought it 


would be proper 40 ſupply it again, from 


my Papers, with thoje Pall. 1ges I had been 
obliged to leave out in the Delivery, eſpeci- 


ally upon the ſecond and third general 


Heads. his, I confeſs, has made it ſwell _ 


70 4 greater Bulk than [ could have wiſh'd; 


ho toe der, 
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however, I hope the candid and well-diſpoſed 
Reader will have the Goodneſs to forgive 


other Faults, he may perhaps- ober ve in 


ſhall. make no other. Apology for the Pulli. 


coution of it, but that it is ſincerely and 
Honeſtiy intended, for the ſpiritual Benefit of 


Such as may take the Trouble of peruſing 
it. And if, through the Bleſſing, -of God, 
0 hall proce: uſe ful this Way, T have 1 my 
zd. minded 01. Ta 


the Diſcourſe, beſides the length * | / 1 
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i Tes ii. 4. | thr: as. we were allowed, of God 
10 be put in Truſt with the Goſpel, even Jo'we 
ſpeak, not as gf fog ing 1 Mem, but God, which trist 


our Hearts. F er 
aj 11 E Katy Seriprtils 4fi6rd us DO 
"1 Evidence. and ſuch as may be ſuffl⸗ 
cient to ſatisfy any ſober and impara 
tial Enquirer, as to the divine Infti- 
tut ion of a Goſpel-Miniſtry, ' This 
is one of the valuable Gifts which 
Chrift has beſtowed on his Church, in conſequence. 
of his Aſcenſion and Exaltation ; he bas given them. 
not only Apoſtles, Prophets and Ewvangelifts, but 
Paſtors and Teachers, to labour 1 among 


them, for their ſitirual Inſtruction and Edification ; 
A " 


* 8 trated 
bis great Love to his People, and his tarneſt Con- 
- cert for their Welfate and Happineſs. And indeed 
i thoſe who are veſted with this ſacred Office, would 
take Care to behave themlelves ſuitably co the ir Cha- | 
_ racer; and to diſcharge the Duties of cheir Calling 
wh Fairbfulneſs and Diligence; il they who are - 
. allowed of God to be put in Tru > the por ds 
would /peak and act in ſuch a Manner, 'as to pleaſe 
God, and approve themſelves unto him, this would 
ſoon convince Men. of the Excellency and Uſcfulneſs 
of the. miniſterial Office, and of the great Benefit 
that; muſt accrue from, j jc to the Church of Chriſt⸗ 
this would be the be fer chat could be given 
to the Cavils of Infidels and Libertines againſt it. 
And therefore, my Reverend Fathers and Breth- 
ren, ſince you have thought fit to impole this Task 
upon me, (however unworthy and unfit I am for it) 
ſince you have called me to perform this imortant 
Servige upon this Occaſion; I have choſen to diſ- 
courſe to you from the Words juſt now read, that 
I may ſhew you (at leaſt in ſome Meaſure) bow you 


ought to behave yourſelves, and to diſchazge the molt 


cou derable Parts of your ſacred F nail ſo 8&'you 
may approve yourſelves unto your great Lord and 


Maſter, and find Acceptance i in his Sight; and 1 | 


you will allow me to lay your Buty bt | 
you, with that Plainneſs and Freedom, char Becön 


one who ſtands in this Place, and who is ſenſible of 


the Obligation he lies under, even from the Text he 
is. diſcourling on, ſo to ſpeak not as pleafing, Men, 


but. God. 
The Apoſtle Paul, in the whole of this Context, 


18 endearouring to convince the 7. Beſſalonians of the 
Uptight- 


Uprightneſs of his Hearr, * the See of his 
Intentions, in the Diſcharge of his miniſterial, Work 
amongſt them; and for this Purpoſe he t Us them 
in my Text: As we were allowed of God 5,0 be Put 
in Truſt with. the Goſpel,” even 7 we el, not 
as pleaſing Men but Cod, which trieth our Hartr. 
What he ſays here, particularly of his ſpeaking, of 
preaching, is certainly to be extended to ail the o- 
ther Parts of his miniſterial Work, at leaſt, the one 
may be juſtly inferred from the other. Now; he 
tells us, that his great Deſign in all this, was "abr 
to gratity the fooliſh and ſinful Humours of Men, but 
to pleaſe God, and to approve himſelf unto; Him; 
and this was to be looked upon as a very cooviti- 
cing Evidence of his Sincerity; and, for the Ttuth _ 
of it, he afterwards appeals both to God himſelf, and 
to their own Conſciences. ung 
_ New, When the Apoſtle” gives. us this Area of 
his own Temper and Behaviout, in the Exerciſe of - 
his Miniſtry, he, no doubt, intends it, as a Pattern 
: for the Imitation of all other Miniſters of the Golpel, 
in all Ages of the Church ; and by ſhewing us or 
he acted himſelf, he in effect points aut our Duty 
us, ViZ. that in the whole of aur miniſterial Weik, 
we ſhould ſo /peak and act, not as pleaſing Men bur ; 
God; which we are not to underſtand, 7 if in no 
Cale. it were lawful or allowablc for us to pleaſe Men, 
and to do What may be agrecable ro them; but the 
Meaning is, that it ſhould be our main Intention, our 
chiet Care and Endeavour, in all our ſacred Mini- 
ſtrations, to pleaſe our great Lord and Maſter, and 
to ſhew ourſelves approved of him; as the Apeſtie 


elſe where e xhorts Timely, 2 2 it, 15. Study fo 
Be ee 


- * 5 . # 
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ſve thy ſelf approved unto God, a Work-man tha 
needeth not to be aſhamed. _ | 


And he here lays before us two Reaſons, or Ar- 


nee hich ſtrongly engaged him to ſuch a 


emper and Practice as this, and ought certainly _ 
to have the ſame Influence upon us. 1. The Con- 
ſideration of the great Privilege conferred upon us, 
as Miniſters of the Goſpel, the high Honour and 
Dignity. we are advanced to, and the important 
Truſt committed unto us. Me are allowed of God 
to be put in Truſt with the Goſpel, i. e. We are ap- 
proved, or judged fit, to be imployed in the Ok- 
fice of the Miniſtry, and to be intruſted with diſ- 
penſing the Goſpel, and all the Ordinances thereof. 
And 2. The Conſideration of our having to do with 
an omniſcient God, who is the Searcher of our 
Hearts, the Witneſs of all our Actions, and will call 
us at laſt to a ſtri& and awſul Account of them; 
fo we ſpeak not as pleaſing Men, but God, why 
trieth our Hearts. 5 18 5 
Having thus briefly explained the Words, we 
may ſum up the Meaning and Purport of them in 
the following Obſervation, namely, That the Con- 
ſideration of God's having called us to the Office of 
the Miniſtry, and intyaſted us with the Diſpenſa- 
tion of the Goſpel of Chriſt, and that God himſelf. 
narrowly obſerves us, and knows the ſeveral Springs 
and Deſigus of all our Actions, and will, at laſt, 


2 
* 
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call us to a ſtrict and impartial Account of them; 


the Conſideration, I (ay, of theſe Things, ought to 


engage us ſo to preach the Goſpel, and to diſcharge 

every other Part of our miniſterial Work, as we 

may make it our main Scope and Buſineſs to pleaſe 

God, rather than Men. + 
| In 


In handling this Subject, thro' Divine Aſſiſtance, 
Ia. THO MOTON: 7, 96 ³˙¹ A 
Firſt, Offer ſome Remarks for ſtating aright, and 

explaining the Duty here recommended to us; and 
ſhewing you how far we may warrautably pleaſe 
| Men, and in what Cafes we ought not to do ſo. 
_ Secondly, I ſhall ſhew you, in ſome Inſtances, how 


we ought to preach the Goſpel, and to diſcharge 


other Parts of our miniſterial Work, ſo as ro make 
it our chief Aim and Endeavour to pleaſe God, and 
appreve ourſelves unto bin. 

Thirdly, I ſhall open the Force of the Arguments 
here propoſed, and ſhew you what "Influence they 
ought to have upon us, to engage us to the Pra- 


Diſcourſe will be practical, T ſhall not need to make 


any particular or diſtin& Application of it, 


Hirt then, I am to offer ſome Remarks for ſtatins 


aright, and explaining the Duty here recommended 


to us; and ſhewing yon, how far we may warrant- 


4 1 


to do ſo. And we may obletve, 


ably pleaſe Men, and in what Cafes we ought nor 


I. That when the Apoſtle caut ions Miniſters a 


ga inſt pleaſing Hen, we muſt not imagine, that this 


gives them any Allowance to diſoblige, irritate and 


rovoke their Fellow-Chriſtians, as often as they 
Five" L ain without any Neceſſity, and for no 
Purpoſe, but merely to gratify their own Humour, 
| Paſſion or Reſentment, When we are called to 
guard againſt a ſinful and unwarrantable pleaſing of 
Men, let ns beware of involving ourſelves into the 
Vice that is directly oppoſite to ir, by offending and 


diſpleaſing our Fellow-creatures, without any Rea- 


ſon or Neceſſity, and for no other Purpoſe, but to 
PIN" - 95m ae: ee Ee RN 
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"if 6 
give a Vent to our own peeviſh and paſſionate Hu- 
mour; for it would be a Sign of great Imprudence 
and Folly f, while we are endeavouring to avoid. one 
Extreme, to run headlong into the other. Let us 
then, my Brethren, carefully guard againſt an Ex- 

ceſs ot Complaiſance, a mean and ſervile Obſequi- 
ouſneſs, on the one Hand, and a ſurly, moroſe, di E 
obliging Behaviour on the other ; and let us endea- 
vour, it poſſible, to hit the right Midſt betwixt theſe | 
two Extremes. 

Miniſters are indeed Men of like Frailies. In- 
firmities and Paſſions as others; but certainly, if it 
be the Duty of other Men to govern the Temper of 
their Minds, to reſtrain their exorbitant Humours, 

to eutb their untuly Paſſions, to avoid all Manner 
of Strile and Contention, and to endeavour as much 
as in them lies, to live peaceably with all Men; 
much more are "Miniſters obliged to all this, SHE 
are called by their Office to 7 the Goſpel of 
Peace, that Goſpel which not only publiſhes the 
glad Tidings of Reconciliation and Peace with Cod; 
but calls upon Men, with the greateſt Earneftneſs, 
to live in Peace, and Friendſhip p, and Concord with 
one another, to put on, as the Ele of God, Bowels 
of Mercies, Kinduefs, Humbleneſs of Mind, Mee E. 
neſs au, Long-ſuffering. To this, Purpoſe the A- 
poſtle tells us, that a Biſhop or Miniſter muſt not 
be. ſelf-willed,. ſoon angry, no Brawler or Striker, 
but pat:ent, or torbearing, 1 Lim. iii. 3. compared 
with Tit. i. 7. And again, he ſays, 2 Tim, ii. 24. 
The Servant of the Lord mufs not ftrive ; but be gentle 
unto all Men, apt to teach, patient, in Meekne/s in- 
5 fracing thoſe that oppoſe ;hemſelves, 
| 5 We 


i Duni vitant tut oitia, in contraria currunt. Hor. 
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2. We may obſerye, W as it is natural for all 
1525 to deſire the Eſteem and Good- -liking ot theit 
Neighbours and Acquaintance, and they may wats 
 _rantably do fo, provided they keep within juſt 
Bounds ; for this is neceſſary, in order to their 1iys 
ing creditably, comfortably, and ufefully in che 
World: So, no doubt, Miniſters may lawfully deſire 
a juſt Share of the Eſteem and Good- will o other 
Men, and eſpecially of thoſe who are more imme- 
dlately committed to their Care and Overſight, be- 
cauſe this is, in a great Meaſure, neceſſary to the 
Credit of their Miniſtry, the Intereſt ot Religion, 
and the Acceptableneſs and Succeſs of their Labours. 
Jou know it is a Rule commonly preſeribed by the 
Maſters of Rherorick, that thoſe who are called to 
| ſpeak. i in publick, ſhould endeavour to gain the Fa- 
veur and Good - will of their Audience ; for this will 
not only incline them to hear them wich ſuitable At= 
tention and Regard, but may likewiſe diſpoſe them 
to comply chearfully with the Inſtruct ions and Ad» 
vices they offer them: Whereas, on the cohttary, 
it People have conceived a Pre judice againſt a Mini- 
ſter, and entertain a Diſlike or Contempt of him, it 
is not to be imagined, humanly ſpeaking, that they 
will much regard what he ſays, or can reap ny 
Bet Benefit by his Labours. 

. Miniſters mey warratitably pleaſe How; if it is 
not inconfiſteat with their ſpiritual Advantage, and 
much more, if it has a direct Tendency that Way. 
This is a general Rule, which the Apoſtle lays 
down, and which belongs to Miniſters as well ag 
others, Rom. xv. 1, 2. Ve then that are ſerong ought 
to bear the Infirmities of the Weak, and not to pleaſe 


Re: ; bit let every one of us pleaſe bis Neigh+ 
| | bokr 


on i. 3 r 
eee * 
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deur for his Good to Edification., When we have a 


5 Proſpect of doing Good to our Neighbours, of gain- 


ing them to the Love of the Truth, and recom mend- 
ing to them the good Ways of God, by complying 
with their Inclinations as to ſome Things that are 


iodifferent, and allowable in their Nature; we ought 


certainly to do it. Thus we find, that while the 


Uſe of Circumciſion, and the Moſaical Ceremonies, 
was not as yet intirely abrogated, the Apoſtle Paul 
eircumciſed Trmctby, that he might not give Offence 


to the Jews, and in Hopes of rendring his Miniſtry 
ſo much the more acceptable to them, Acts xvi. 3. 
Yea, he tells us how far he condeſcended to Men of 
all Sorts and Characters, and how ready he was to 
comply with them in Things that were lawful. and 


innocent, for the Sake of their ſpiritual Benefit, 
1 Cor. ix. 19, Though J be free from all Men, yet 


bave I made myſelf a Servant unto, all, that I might 

ain the more. To the Fews I became as a Few, 
that I might gain the Jews: Jo them that are un- 
der the Law, as under the Law: To them that are 
without Law, as without Law: To the weak be. 
came I as weak : I am made all Things to all Men, 
that I might, by all Means, fave ſome, And Chap. x. 
32. Give none Offence neither to the Feus nor to the 


Gentiles, nor to the Church of Cod: Ewen as I pleaſe 


ail Men in all Things, not ſecking mine, own Profit; 
but the Profit of many, that they may be ſaved 
4. Miniſters may and ought to pleaſe Men, ſo tat 

as they can do it in a Conſiſtency with the Duty they 


_ owe to God, and the Deſire they ought to have above 
all Things of plcaling him. This we may infer from 


that excellent Rule and Advice of the Apoſtle's, Rom. 


xi. 18. F it le poſſible, as much as ſeth in you, tive 


De ace 


olf the Church requires it 
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peactabiy with all Men. Tis plain, we cannot live 


peaceably and amicably with others, unleſs we take 
Cate to {uit ourſelves to their Temper and Inclinaa 
tions, ard to do ſuch Things as are agreeable and 
well-pleaſing to them: Now, this the Apoſtle re- 


quires of us, if it be poſſible, which certainly is to be 
_ underſtood with this Reſtriction, if we can do it law- 


fully, and with a ſafe Conſcience; for it is a good 
Maxim, that f we can only do that which we can 
do lawfully, And thus I have ſhown you, in ſome 


Inſtances, how tar Miniſters may warrantably pleaſe 
_ Mech. C „ 
But, on the other Hand, we may obſerve, 


1. That Miniſters muſt not pleaſe Men fo as to 


conceal any Truth, which is neceſſary for them, or 
may be tor their Advantage to know; or to with- 
hold from them any of the important Doctrines of 


Chriſtianity, which they are called to deliver to them. 
I confeſs indeed, that ſometimes it may be very im- 


proper and unſeaſonable, to publiſh ſome Truths of 
Religion, when People are not ſufficiently prepared 


and diſpoſed for receiving them, and when the pu- 
bliſhing, and inſiſting upon them, would, in all 


| Likelyhood,do more Harm than Good: And hence 


cur Saviour tells his Diſciples, 200 xvi. 12. I ha 
yet many Things to ſay unto you, but ye cannot bear 
them now. And we find he ſometimes diſcharges 
them to tell any Man that he was the Chriſt, Te 
muſt likewiſe be owned, that ſome Truths are of 


ſuch ſmall Importance, and fo remote from the: - 


Foundation, that they may and ought to be con- 
ealed, when the Peace, and Safety, and Edification 
: For fince the Knowledge 
1 B83 L 
I tantum peſſumus, quod jure poſſumus. „ 


IO 
and Faith of ſuch Truths is not neceſlary to Salva⸗ | 
tion, if we ha ve good Reaſon to think, that the 
venting or propaling of them would diſturb the 
Peace of the Church, and mar the Edification of our 
PFellou - chriſtians; we had certainly better conceal 
them, at leaſt for a Time: For we may apply to this 
Purpoſe what the Apoſtle ſays, Rom. xiv. 22. Haſt 
thou Faith ? Have it to thyſelf before God. 
But we muſt not, for the Sake of pleaſing Men, 
or for Fear of their Diſpleaſure, conceal or diſſemble 
any of the neceſſary, important, and eſſential Doc- 
trines of Chriſtianity. The Apoſtles were ſtrictly 
prohibited to preach a crucified Chriſt ; they knew 
that this Doctrine was very offenſive both to Jes 
and Gentiles; and carnal Prudence might have 
ſuggeſtcd to chem, that it would not only be for 
their Safety, but lor the Honour of their Cauſe, 
to concczal the ignominious Death ot their Lord; 
yet ſo far were they from doing fo, that they pu- 
bpliſhed it upon all Occaſions, with the greateſt Free- 
dom and Boldneſs ; We cannot (ſay they) but [peak 
the Things which we have ſeen and heard: There- 
fore let 400 the Houſe of Iſrael know aſſurediy, that 
Ged hath made that ſame Feſus whom ye have cru- 
ified, both Lord aud Chriſt, Acts iv. 20. and ii. 36. 
And the Apoſtle Faul appeals to the Elders of E- 
pbeſus, Chap. xx. 20. That be had kept back nothing 
that might be profitable unto them; wherefore ( ſays 
he ver. 20. ) 1 take you to record this Day, that I am 
Pure from the Blood of all Men; for I bawve not ſbun- 
ned to declare uuto ou all the Council of God. 
2. Miniſters muſt not plcaſe Men, ſo as to diſs 
guile or Corrupt the Doctrine of the 0 el for their 


Sake. The * aiSiug Teachers, of Chow the A- 
poſtle 


„„ 
poſtle often complains, maintained the Neceſſity of 
Circumciſion, and of obſerving the whole ceremo- 


nial Law; and ſo they perverted the Goſpel of Chriſt, 
and corrupted the Purity and Simplicity of it, by 


blending the Law with it; and this they did in or- 
der to gain the Favour of the Fews, and to avoid 
their Hatred and Diſpleaſure; as we are told Cal. 


vi. 12. As manly as de fire to make a fair Shew in 


the Fleſh, they conſtrain you to be circumciſed, only 


| left they ſhould ſuffer Perſecution for the. Croſs of 
Chriſt. But the Apoſtle ſtrongly cautions the Gala- 


tians againſt this, throughout the whole Epiſtle, 


and particularly Chap. v. 8. he tells them, This Per- 


ſuaſion cometh not of him who calleth you, And he 


adds, ver. 9. A little Leaven leaveneth the whale 
Lump. Tho' a falſe Opinion may appear to be but 


ſmall and inconſiderable, yet we ought carefully to 


guard againſt it ; for there is oftentimes a Connec- 


tion berween Errors as well as Truths; one Error 


naturally draws after it another, and that a third; 


and ſo by this Means the whole Doctrine of the 
Goſpel is in Hazard of being leavened and Corrupe 


ted. But, my Brethren, we muſt take Care to pre- 


ſerve the Doctrine of Chriſtianity pure and intire, 


without any Addition or Alteration. We mult not 


mix in with it either our own fooliſh Notions and 
Fancics, or the Inventions of other Men, out of a 
vain Imagination, that we can make it better, and 
more perfect than it is; or from a fond Deſire of 
making it more agrceable to the Taſte of tlie Age in 


which we live : However univerſally a falſe Opinion 


may prevail, however polite and faſhionable it may 


appear, and how much ſoever it may (uic the cor- 


rupt Humonrs and Inclinations of theſe, whom per- 
B 2 . 
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haps we are 8 to pleaſe, yet we muſt not 


preſume to vent and maintain it ourſelves, nor pa- 
tronize it in others. We muſt not take the Free- 


dom to deliver any Thing to our Hearers but at 
we have received from the Lord; and if we ſhould 


do ſo, they are not bound to Pay any Regard to 
It, 


End was he born, and for this Cauſe he came into the 
World, that he might bear Witneſs to the Truth: And 


Indeed be is the true and faithful Witneſs, and every 


one that is of the Truth beareth his Voice. Bur let 


us remember, my Brethren, that as Miniſters of the 


Goſpel, we likewiſc are called to bear Mitneſs to the 


Truth ; for this End were we ſent into the World, | 


and for this End were we veſted - with the ſacred 


Office; and you know, that as Witneſſes, we are 


obliged to declare the Truth, the whole Truth, and 
nothing but the Truth; and therefore, we muſt not 
wilfully leave out of our Teſtimony any Part of 


Divine Truth, nor put in any Thing beſides it. 


Ihe Apoſtles and primitive Teachers of Chriſtianity 
were Aridtly faithful, this Way, and ſo muſt we. 


For (ſays the Apoſtle, 2 Cor. ii. 17.) He are not as 


many who corrupt the Word of Gel. "To as of Since» 
rity, "but as of God, in the Sight of God, ſpeak we in 
Chriſt, And Chap. iv. 2. Ve have renounced the 


bidden Things of Diſboneſy, not walking in Crafti- 


neſs, nor handling the Word of God deceitfully, but 


by Manifeſtation of the Truth, commendin g ourſelves 


to every Man's Conſcience in the Sight of God, 
3. Miniſters muſt not, for the Sake of pleaſing 
Men, or for Fear of diſpleaſing them, openly deny 


or 8 wy of the Truths of the Golpel, or a- 


bandon 


Our Saviour tells us, Joh. xviii. 37. That 70 this 
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bHandon rhe Faith ond Profeſion & 3 The 
Abpoſtle rells us, 2 Cor. xiij. 8. That we can do no- 
chang agaiuſt the Ti ruth, but for the Truth. We are 
called to be Preachers of Truth and Righteouſneſs; 
and if we act agreeably to our Character, we muſt 
regard the Intereſts of Truth as ſacred and invie- 


lable, and muſt not preſume to do any Thing in 
Oppoſition thereto, either to court the Favour of 


the Great, or to gain the Applauſe of the Multiude. 
It is an excellent Advice which the Wiſe - man gives 


us, Prov. xxiii. 23. Buy the Truth, aud ſell it nd. 
We mult buy it at any Rate, and ſcll it at none: 
We muſt not oppoſe or contradict the Truth, we 
mult not betray or undermine it, we muſt not re- 
linquiſh or abandon it, upon any Conſideration 
whatſoever; but we muſt adhere ſtedfaſtly ta it, 
and Hold faſt the Profeſſion of our Faith wit out 


wavering, whatever it may coſt us, whatever Lofs 


ſes we may ſuſtain, whatever Hazards we may run, 
whatever Hardſhips and Diſtreſſes we may undergo 


for the Sake of it; tho" we ſhould, on that Account, 


forteit the Favour of the Men of this World, and 
incur their Diſpleaſure to the higheſt Degree. To 
this Purpoſe the Apoſtle exhorts Timothy, 2 Ep. i. 
8, 13. He not thou aſhamed of the Teſtimony of our 


Lord, nor of me bis Priſoner: But Hold faſt the Form 


of ſound Words, which thou haſ Heard of me, in Faith 
and Love ubich is in Chriſt Feſus. 5 
4. We muſt not pleaſe Men to their Hurt. As 
we muſt not pleaſe or gratify them to the Preju- 
dice of Truth, fo neither muſt we do it to their 
own Prejudice and Diſadvantage. There is a great 
Difference, my Brethren, betwixt plraſing People 


2 : 


b 
7 
of theſe may rake Place without the other ; we may 


pleaſe Men when we do not edify them, and edify 
them when ve do not pleaſe them. Now, altho' 


we ought to pleaſe them for their Good to Edification, 


as I obſerved to you before; yet we mult by no 
Means do fo, when it is to their real Prejudice and 


Diſadvantage, when it tends to hurt them in their 
moſt valuable Intereſts, We mult not ſooth them 


in their Follies and Extravagancies; we mult not 
flatter them in their Errors and Vices; we muſt not 


heal their Wounds /lighth, and cry Peace, Peace, - 


when there is no Peace: For in doing ſo, we betray 


both our own Truſt and their Souls; and for the 
Sake of gratifying their Phy we hazard their 


eternal Salvation. 
The Apoſtle tells us, 2 Tim. iv. 3. That the Time 


Will come when Men will not endure ſound Doctrine; 
but after their own Luſts ſhall heap to themſeives 
Teachers, having itching Ears. And they ſhall turn 


away their Ears from the Truth, and ſhall be turued 


unto Fables, But tho” they cannot endure found 


Doctrine, tho? it be grating and diſagreeable to 


them; tho' they may be apr to ſay to their Teach- 
ers, as thoſe we read of, J/a. xxx. 10. Prophecy not 


mito us right Things, but ſpeak unto us ſmooth Things, 


prophecy, Deceits ; yet ſurely the Miniſters of the 


_ muſt not gratify them in this, it they have 
Concern for their ſpiritual Intereſt, and the 


Salvation of their Souls, A prudent Phyſi ician will 
not pleaſe the Fancy or Taſte of his Patients, at the 
Expence of their Health; he will not give Drink to 
one who is ill of a Dropſy, becauſe at the ſame Time 


that it gratifies his Appetite, it likewiſe feeds and in- 


creaſes his Diſtemper; ſo, my Brerhren, if we would 
| act 


- 
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aft the fan of faithful — BE £2 of the Soul, we 
muſt not pleaſe the Humors and Inclinations of 
our People, ſo as to endanger their ſpirirua] Health 
and Welfare. | 
5. We muſt not pleaſe Men W for the Sake 
of our own temporal Intereſt. This is commonly 
the great Motive that tempts us to an unwarrantable 
Obſequiouſneſs and Complaiſance, not only in our 
ordinary Behaviour, but even in the Exerciſe of our 
ſacred Function: For when Miniſters are animated 
by a Principle of vain Ambition, or ſordid Avarice; 
when they have an immoderate Thirſt after worldly 
Honour, Preſerment, Fame or Applauſe; or an ex- 
ceſſive Deſire of worldly Wealth and Riches ; ; ſuch 
Principles as theſe mult neceſſarily enſnare them into = 
a baſe and ſervile Compliance, with the Humors of 
thoſe with whom they are connected, and upon 
whom they depend. Men of this Temper will be 
ready, upon all Occaſions, to cringe and bow to 
their Superiors, in the malt abject and ſubmiſſive 
Manner, and even to careſs and flatter their in- | 
feriors, when they think it makes ſor their Purpoſe, Vo | 
and ſerves to advance their ambitious and coverous 5 
Deſigns; for what is the Reaſon thar they are at ſo i 
| ho Pains to pleaſe others, but that by this Means OL 
they may pleaſe themſelves, and promote their o 5 
worldly Intereſt ® * 
The holy Apoſtle tells us how far he was from 
ſuch a Temper and Practice as this, in the Words : 
immediately following my Text; For neither (ſays i 
he) at auy Tame uſed we Harter: g Words, as ye F 
know, nor a Cloak of Coveteiiſneſs ; God js Witt (Ss 
Nor of Men ſought we Glory, neither of you, nor | 
yet of others. And he warns us carneſtly againſt Per- | 
mad! 222 £5, ono 1 | 
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ſons of this chender Rom. xvi. 17, 18. Noto, 7 


 beſeeth you, Brethren, mark them which cauſe Divi- 


ffons and Offences, contrary to the Doctrine Which 


ye have learned ; and avoid them, For they that 


are ſuch, ſerve rot our Lord Teſus Chriſt, but their 
own Belly; and by good Merds aud fair e de. 
ceive the Hearts of the Simple. 

6. We muſt not pleaſe Men ſo far as to decline 


| any Part of our Work upon their Account, or wil- 
fully omir rhe Performance of any Duty which 


God has called us to, We may indeed, and in 
ſome Caſes, ought to abridge our Chriſtian Liberty, 
and to abſtain from thoſe Things that are indifferent 


In their own Nature, and may be either lawtully 


uſed or forborn; when we know that our doing 

fuch Things, will be grievous to ſome of our weak 

Brethren, and prove Matter of Offence to them, 
as the Apoſtle ſhews us at large, Rom. xiv. and in 
ther Places, But in Mattets of plain commanded 


Duty, we muſt not yield an Ace, we muſt not for- 


hear the doing of our Duty, upon any Conſidera. 
tion whatſoever; when God has interpoſed his 
Authority, we mult obey, whatever the Conſequences 
may be, even tho* we ſhould diſpleaſe the whole 
World, You ſee what a noble Anſwer the Apoſtles 


Feter and John gave to the Fewiſh Sanhedrim, 


when they aiſcharged them 7o [peak at all, or to teach 


in the Name of Feſus, Acts iv. 19, 20. Whether 


it be right in the Sight of God, to bearken unto you 
more than unto God, 04 ye. For we cannot but 


ſpeak the Things which we have ſeen and heard, 
God has commanded us to preach the Word, to be 


inſtant in Seaſon and out of Seaſon, to reprove, re- 
buke, and eæbort With all Long [uffering and Doc- 
trius: : 


| 7 | 
: eins And we muſt not . negleck any Pare of - 

this Work, in order to curry-Favour with any Men 
whatſoe ver, great ot ſmall, or to avoid their Diſs 
pralure. 
7. We muſt not for the Sake of pleaſing Men, of 
| for F car of diſpleaſing them, venture upon the Com- 
miſſion of any Thing that is finful and diſpleafing in 
the Sight of God. This comprehends a great deal 
of what has been already ſaid ; we muſt not conceal 
or diſguiſe the Truth; we mult not corrupt or adul : 

terate it; we mult not deny or oppoſe it; we muſt 
not forſake or abandon it; we muſt not vent or 
maintain any falſe Opinions; ; we mult not conniye- 
at, or flatter Men in their Follies, Errors, or Sins; 


we muſt not commend and applaud them for any 


Thing, for which they deſerve to be blam'd and 
condemned; we muſt not fawn upon, and ramely ſub- 
mit to great. Nen; we muſt not gratity the Humours 
and Coneeits of the Populace: In ſhort, we muſt 
not, for the Sake of plealing Men, do any Thing 
that may be offenſive and diſpieaſing to God. TEL 
The pleaſing of our Neighbours, and gaining 
their Good- will and Eſteem, is doubtleſs, ia itſelt, 
a good Thing; but let us remember the Apoltle's ' 
exce llent Rule, Rom. ili. 8. Ve mult not do Evil, 
that Good may come, And, -can there be any Thing 
more abſurd and unreaſonable, as well as impious, 
than for the Sake of pleaſing Men, to venture upon 
the Diſpleaſure of God? The Prophet's eating and 
drinking at Bethel, was but a vey inconſiderable 
Circumſtance in its own Nature ; beſides, that he 
was decoyed into it, by the Perſwafion of the falſe 
Prophet; and yet becauſe he difobeyed the Voice 


17 the Lord, and did not * obſerve his 
= Orders, 


0 


_ Ocdexs, you ſe how ſeverely he a it, 1 K 1085 
xiii. 21, 22, 24+ Lion met the Prophet by the 
Way, aud ſlew bim, and his Carcaſe was nor buried, 5 
in the Sepulchre of bis Fathers. 
I have inſiſted the more largely upon this Head, 
beeauſe, by reaſon of out natural Corruption and 
Depravation, our inordinate Self · love, our Pride 
and Vanity, our Fearfulneſs and Cowardice, and 
many other Weakneſſes and Infirmities that attend 
us, we have all of us, I'm afraid, tos ſtrong a Biaſs 
towards ay unwarrantable pleaſing of Men; and 
there is hardly any Thing which we. need to be more 
earneſtly cautioned againſt. 
I now go on to the, | | 
Second Thing propoſed, via. To 1 you in 
a Inſtances, how we ought to preach the Goſ- 
pel, and to diſcharge other Parts of our miniſterial 
Work, ſy as to make it our chief Aim and Endear- 
vour to pleaſe God, and approve ourſelves unto bim. 
And what I am to ſay upon this Head, I ſhall de- 
liver in a Way of Advice or Exhortation. 
1. Let us endeavour to be well furniſhed. with 
theſe excellent Gifts and Qualifications; that are 
neceſſary to an acceptable and ſucceſsful Diſcharge 
of. our miniſterial Work, and to improve in them 
more and more. If we would ſbew ourſelues ap. 
proved unto. God, we muſt be ſuch Normen as need 
not be aſhamed. ; and (ure I am, my Brethren, if we 
are rade and unsk:uful in the Word of Righteouſneſs, 
it we are to a great Degree unqualified: for. the ſacred 
Work, in which we are engaged, we have good 
Reaſon to bluſh aad be aſhamed, both in the Sight, 
ol God and Man; and, in this Cafe, we can nei- 
ther erpect the Approbation gf « our great Lord and. 


Maſter, 


Maſter, nor can we hops who our miniſterial 4. 5 


bours will ſerve to any valuable Purpoſe. 


Loet us ſee to it then, my Brethren, in the firſt 
Place, That our Hearts be purified and adornell 
with the Grace of God. Miniſters are called tbe 
Salt of the Earth, Matth. v. 13, but before they 
can be fit for the Seaſoning of others, their own 
Hearts muſt be thoroughly ſeaſoned with the Grace 


of God, and a ſtrong Senſe and Reliſh of Piety; for 


without this they are unſavoury to God, and will 
at length become unſavoury to Men alſo; for Nature 


will out ſome Time or other, unleſs it be changed by 
Grace, as well as curbed by the Rules ot Prudence. 


A celebrated Author, who writes of the Eloquence 
of the Pulpit, ſpends a whole Chapter of his Bock, 


in proving, that one cannot be a good Preacher, 


without being a good Man. I will not carry the 


Matter fo far, as to fay, that all the miniſterial Acts 


of an ill Man are invalid, that he can have no Suc- 
ceſs at all in his Work, and cannot be inſtrumental 


jn the Converſion or Edificat ion of ſo much as one 


Soul; for it would be hard to ſuppoſe, that our 
Saviour imployed a Judas in the ſacred Oſfict, to 


no Manner of Purpoſe at all: But at the ſamt 
Time, it cannot be imagined, chat the Labour 


of ſuch Perſons will be attended with any great Suc- 

ceſs, or that they will be honoured to do much Gd 

to Otbers, who are void of true Goodnefs themfetves. 
Let us think ſeriouſly with ourſelves, my Bre- 


thren; How can ve recommend Religion to the 


Love and Practice of others, if we have never feſt 
the Power of it upon our own Hearts? How can we 
erſuade others to be good, if we have never been per⸗ 

ſuaded to be ſo ourſelues? How can we prevail with 
„ them 


them to devote themſelves to the Service of God, 
and te fall in Love with the Ways of Holineſs, it 
we ourſelves in the mean Time are Slaves to the 
Devil, the World, and our own Luſts, and willing 
to temain ſo? How can we ſpeak to the Experi- 
ence of others; if we have no Experience of the Life 
and Power of Godlineſs ourſelves? How can we 
warm and affect our Hearers by what we ſay, and 
make ſerious Impreſſions upon their Minds, while 
our own Hearts are cold and inſenſible, and not in 
the leaſt Degree touched with what we deliver to 
them? And when we are diſcourſing to them of 
the great and awful Truths of the Goſpel, and en- 
deavouring to awaken, convince, and convert them, 
will not our own Conſcience in the mean time be 
apt to fly in our Face, and to reproach us in ſuch 
Language as this? © Phyſioian, heal thy ſelf ; pull 
* the Beam firſt out of thine own Eye, and then 
„ thou wilt ſee the clearer to caſt the Motes out f 
the Eyes of others. Endeavour to be ſuch a Perſon 
thy ſelf, as thou wouldſt have others to be, Be 
e perſuaded thy ſelf oi the Truth and Importance 
e of Religion, and thou wilt be the better able to 
tc perſuade others.“ Thus you fee, my Brethren, 
ow neceſſary it is, that we be renewed and ſancti- 
fied by the Grace of God, if we would- diſcharge 
our miniſterial Work with Succeſs, and ſbew our: 
ſelves approved unto God, Err FO 
I I might alſo exhort you, upon this Head, to la - 
bour to attain a clear and diſtin&, a large and com · 
ptehenſiye Knowledge of the Doctrine ot the Goſpel. 
And to get your Souls animated with a holy Zeal for 
the Glory of God, the Intereſt of Religion, and the 
Allvaucement of the Redeemer's Kingdom in this 
1 8 Mon 
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World. And likewiſe, to get your Hearts filled with 
a tender Love and Compaſſion towards the Souls of 
Men, and an earneſt Concern tor their true Welfare 
and Happineſs: But theſe Things I will not inſiſt 
upon. ks GR 
2 ow Let us keep the great Ends of our Miniſtry. 
_ conſtantly in our View, and what theſe are we need 
not be at a Loſs to know; for the ' Scriptures have 
plainly enough declared, that the great Deſign of a 
Goſpel-miniſtry is, to open the Eyes of Sinners, and 
to turn them from Darkneſs unto Light, and from the 
Power of Satan unto God, Acts xxvi. 18. and that 
it is intended for the perfecting of the Saints, and the 
 edifying of the Body of Chriſt, that we may all come 
in the Unity of the Faith, and of the Knowledge of 
the Son of Cod, unto a perfect Man, to the Meaſure 
of the Stature of the Fuineſs of Chriſt, Eph. iv. 12, 13. 
From which two Paſſages of Scripture, compared 


| together, we may learn, that the great Deſign ot all 


our Miniſtrations is, the Conviction and Converſion 
of Sinrſers and the Edification and Perfection of 
Saints, the building them up in Knowledge, Faith, 
Love, Holineſs, and Comfort, to the eternal Salva- 
tion of their Souls. nant © 5 
Well then, wy Brethren, let us keep theſe great 
Ends (tcadily in our View; let us fincerely intend 
them, and earneſtly defire to attain them, and this 
will be of excellent Uſe to direct and regulate us in 
the Whole of our miniſterial Work; this would 
animate us, both in our ſecret Retirements, and in 
our publick Appearances; this would have a propet 
Iaflaence upon us in our Reading, Meditation, 
Player, Preaching, Catechiſing, and all the other 
Parts of our Work, and eagage us to manage them 
8 5 . | in 


| \ 
min ſuch a Manner, as to make it our great Study 
to pleaſe God, and approve ourſelves unto bim. 
4. Let us take Care to preach the pure Doctrine 
of the Goſpel to our People, without any Mixture 
or Alloy, without any Addition or Alteration. 
The Apoſtle, deſcribing the Qualifications of a Bi- 
hop or Presbyter, tells us, TH. i. 9. that he muſt 
Hold faſt the faithful Mord, as be hath been taught, 
that he may be able by ſound Dofrine, both to exbort 
and to convince Gainſayers. And he exnorts Titus 
himſelt {and in him all Miniſters of the Goſpel ) to 
take Care, that in their Doctrine they ſhew Uncor- 
ruptneſs, Gravity, Sincerity, ſound Speech that can- 
not he condemned, Chap. ii. 7, We live in an Age 
of the World, wherein Orthodoxy of Opinion, or 
a right Belief of the Doctrines of Chriſtianity, is very 
much expoſed and ridicaled ; with how much Juſtice, 
let any ſober, thinking, impartial Perſon jadge. 
Men claim to themſelves an unbounded Liberty of 
thinking what they pleaſe, and of venting and 
_ publiſhing what they think; but whatever Preten- 
ſions they may have to ſupport this Claim, which I 
am not now to examine, ſurely, my Brethren, we 
who are the Miniſters of the Goſpel, are by our 
Office bound to preach rhe Doctrines of the Goſpel, 
as our Saviour himſelf has delivered them in his 
Word, and our People are obliged to receive them 
as the true and faithful Sayings of God. The Apoltle 
Paul tells the Corinthians, 1 Ep. xv. 13. I delivered 
unto you firſt of all that which I alſo received, how 
that Chriſt died for our Sins, according to the Scrip= 
tures, and that he roſe again from the Dead according 
to the Scriptures. And Chap. ii 2. I determined not 
to know any Thing among you, ſave Feſus Chriſt, aud 
a | : J in 
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him crucified. And Chap. 


God, And altho' this Sort of Preaching may be 
accounted. Fooliſhneſs, by ſome who pretend to be 


| Men of a bright Genius, à polite, Taſte, a refined, 


Turn of Thought, and I don't know: what; yet it 
bath pleaſed God, in all Ages of the World, by this 


ſame Fooliſhneſs of Preaching to ſave. them that be- 

liewve, as the Apoſtle tells us, Ver. 21. LE 
Well then, my Brethren, Let us not be aſhamed. 

of the Goſpel of Chriſt; for it is the Power of God, 


unto Salvation, to every. one that belieweth. It is 


the Method which God of his infinite Wildom has 
contrived and appointed, and which he makes ef- 


fectual, for the Converſion and Salvation of loſt Sin- 


ners. And let us not (by diſcourſiug tor the moſt 
Part upon Subjects of a moral Kind, and ſetching 


almoſt all our Topicks and Arguments, from the 
Principles of Reaſon and natural Religion) give 


People any Cauſe to ſuſpect that we are really a/ham- 
ed of the Goſpet, and that we prefer the Religion of 


Nature before it. But let us inſiit very frequently, 


in our Sermons, upon the peculiar and diſtinguiſh» 
og Docttines of Chriſtianity: Let us explain to our 


ple, as clearly and fully as we can, their ſinful 


and, miſcrable Condition by Nature, and the admi- 
rable Remedy which God of his infinite Wildom and 


Mercy has contrived for us; the Mediation and 


Satisfaction of our bleſſed Saviour, his Incarnation. 
and Birth, his holy Life and Example, his Death 
and Sufferings, his Reſurrection from the Dead, his 
ee into Heaven, his Interceſſion at the Right- | 


hand 


"ty 23. Ile preach Chrifs 
 Crucified, unto the Fews a Stumbling-block, aud unto. 
- the Greeks Fooliſhneſs.; but unto them which are 
called, Chriſt the Power of God, and the Wiſdom of 


| $ 
3» 1 
band of God, and his coming to judge the World 
at the laſt Day, the Nature and Neceſſity of Rege- 
neration, of Repentance towards God, and Faith * 
towards our Lord ſeſus Chriſt, of Juſtification by 
his Merirs and Righteouinels, and the Ncceſſity of 
the Influences and Operations of the holy Spirit, 
to renew and ſanctify our Natures, and to turnith us 
For” every pong Word and Work. | 
But, by what I have faid upon this Head, I 
would by no Means be underſtood to diſſuade you 
or myſelf from diſcourſing likewife, frequently upon 
the practical Parts of Chriſtianity, and enforcing 
upon out Hearers the Obſervance of all the Precepts 
of the Moral Law: For ' what God has joined toe 
gether, mult not be ſepa rated or put aſunder. True 
Chriſtian Morality is the fame Thing with Goſpel- 
holineſs; and ro engage Men to this, is the great 
Defign of all preaching, and of the whole of the 
 Goſpel-Diſpenſation; for, as the Apoſtle tells us, 
The Grace of God, which bringeth Salvation, bath 
appeared unto us in the Goſpel, teaching us to-deny 
all Ungodlineſs and worldly Luſts; aud to live ſoberly, 
righteouſly and godly in this preſent World. But 
when we are inculgating upon our Hearts the-Prac- 
rice of mots] Duties, let us be carelul to take the 
Chriſtian Scheme along with us, and to make uſe, 
not only of ſuch Arguments as arife from the Na- 
ture and Reaſon of Things, but likewiſe of thoſe 
Motives which the Golpel itſelf propoſes to us; and 
particularly, ſuch as the Conſideration of the Death 
and Sufferings of our Saviour, and the Redemption 
he has thereby purchaſed, ſug geſts unto us; than 
which none more cogent or powerful can poſſibly 
be deviſed, And læt us 9 direẽt our People, 
hat- 


en they do, 1 in . or Dad to * | 
"all in the Name of the Lord Feſus, and to depend 
upon him by a lively Faith, in the whole Courſe of 
their Chriſtian Qbedianes, for his Wiſdom to con- 
duct them, his Grace to aſſiſt them, and his Kight- 
couſne(s to procure them Acceptance. 
4. Let us deliver the Truths of God to our Hear- | 
ers, in decent, plain and intelligible Language, At 
is an excellent Rule which is preſcrib d to us by a 
great Maſter of Eloquence, and it is fully as eppli- 
cable to the Eloquence of the Pulpit, as to any other 
Kind ot it, viz. That an Orator ſbould\ not ouly 
ſpeak ſo as be may be underſtood, but ſo at it muſt 
e impoſſible. be ſpould not be underſtood. And we 
may like wile apply to this Purpole, what the Apoſtle 
Paul ſays, 1 Cor. xiv. 19. ] had rather. ſpeak. five 
Words with my Underſtanding, that I may teach o- 
thers, than Len thouſand. Words in an unknown 
Tongue, And tis plain, my Brethren, a Man had 
as good talk ro his Hearers in Greek. or Arabick, 
as in a Stile of Englilp, which they cannot under- 
ſtand. 
There are ſome * 1 0 it their ſole Ambas. 
on to pleaſe the learned and polite Part of Man- 
kind, and to be applauded by them; and for this 
Purpoſe, they either affect to handle their Subject 
in a very philoſophical Way, and entertain their 
Hearers with a long Chain of nice abſtracted Reaſon- 


ing, which very few of them are able to comprehend ; 


or elſe they are at great Pains. to adorn and embelliſſi 


their Dame with florid ann bright 
D 2 l tes 


* Oratori non tam euren eft, ut auditor OL in 
telligere EY quam ne omnino poſſit non” imelligere. 
5 95 Quo J. 8. e. 2. 
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Turns of Wit, lively Images and Similitudes, beaus 
tiful Figures and Colourings, and all the Ornaments 
of Rhetorick. I ſhall not d iſapprove or condemn 
theſe Things, provided they be nſcd diſcreetly and 
with a right Intention; bur that which J inſiſt upon 
is, that a Miniſter ſhould endeavour to expreſs him- 
lf in plain and eaſy Language, ſo as the People 
may underſtand him, otherwiſe he cannot poſſibly. 
inftru& or edify thein. Can there be any Thing 
more abſurd and ridiculous, than for a Man to 
- preach only to three or four, or even a Dozen or a 
— of his Hearers, and th the mean Time to ne- 
glect all the reſt intirely, as if he had nothing to 
do with them? to make it bis Buſineſs to pleaſe 
and charm a few, or even (if you will) to edify 
them, and leave the Bulk of his Audience to ſtarve 
for want of proper Food? I'm afraid it may be ſaid 
of ſuch Perſons, that they preach themſelves, and not 
Chriſt Feſus the Lord; they ſeek their own Glory 
rather than his, and Jove the Praiſe of Men more 
#ban the Praiſe of God. And altho' they may per- 
' haps make very fine Diſcourſes, yet they cannot with 
any Juſtice be reckoned good Sermons ; for a good 
Sermon is deſigned and calculated for the Edifica- 
tion of Perſons of all Ranks and Characters, the 
Poor as well as the Rich, the Weak as well as the 
Strong, the rude and illiterate as well as the 
Learned. © ff 5 ee ee ee 
But there are others again, who are extremely 
fond of popular Applauſe, make their Court to the 
inferior Sort ef People, and ſtudy as much as poſ- 
ſible to pleaſe them, and procure the ir Eſteem and 
Admiration: And theretore, that they may ſuit 
themſelves the better to their coarſe Taſte, they take 


Cars 


Care to ſtuff their 3 with flat and yulgar 
Expreſſions, low Similies, ſtrained Metaphors, ſa- 
miliar Phraſes and Proverbs, and other ſuch like 
Things, which are far below the Dignity of the Pul- 
pit, the Gravity of a Preacher of the Golpel and 
the Majcſty of the Divine Oracles. 
Nov let us endeavour, my Brethren, to avoid both 
' theſe Extremes, and, it poſſible, to hit the right 
 Midſt betwixt. them. Let us take Care that our 
Language be not too cramp or affected, too florid or 
pompous, on the one Hand; nor too coarſe and flat 
on the other: Let us neither ſoar too high, nor creep 
too low; but let us labour to deliver the Truths of 
the Goſpel i in grave, decent, ſerious, ſcriptural Lane 
guage, and ſuch as our People may at firſt Hearing : 
| underſtand, 
F. Let us deliver the important 'Doarines of 
Chriſtianity to our Hearers, and inculcate the great 
Duties thereof upon them, with ſuitable Warmth 
and Seriquſneſs. It is neceſſary indeed, in the firlt 
Place, that we explain the Nature of any Subject 
we are handling, as clearly as we can, that our Peo- 
ple may underſtand it, and have right Apprehenſi- 
ons ot it. We muſt ipform the Mind, and con- 
vince the Judgment, betore we addreſs ourſelves to 
the Affections: For to raiſe the Paſſions, without 
4 firſt ſerting the Judgment right, is (as f one ue. 
© ry well ſays) like putting Spurs to the Horte, 
« and giving him the Reins, that he may run 
« away with his Rider.” But, on the other Hand, 
it will ſignity very little to inform the Underſtand- 
ing, and ſet the Head right, if we do not alſo warm 
and engage the, Heart; for tho the Affections ſhould 
2 not 
| + Preface to Brown's Serm. ; ; 


18 
fot have the anion Direction, yet they mull 10 
the immediate Springs of human Action. A Man 
will never be perſuaded to ſeck with any Diligence 
what he does not affect, nor ſhun with any Care 
what he does not abhor : And therefore, let it be 
our Endeavour, firſt to ſet Truth in as clear a Light 
as we can; and then, if poſſible, to make our Au- 
dicnce feel the Force of it. | 
ls it not ſtrange and ſurprizing, my Brethren, to 
hear a Chriſtian · preacher ſpeaking of the great Truths 
and Duties of our holy Religion, as if the Words 
were freezing between his Lips? Can there be = | 
Thing more unnatural and indecent? (to ſay no 
worſe of it.) Is there any Thing in Chriſtianity but 
what is great and weighty, ſerious and affecting? 
Are not all the Doctrines and Precepts. Promiſes 
and 'Threatnings of the Goſpel, fitted in their own 
Nature, to raiſe our Attention, to moye our Aﬀec- 
tions, and to influence our Hearts and Lives? 
Muſt it not then be very unbecoming for a Preacher 
of the Goſpel, when he is diſcoutſing, for Inſtance, 
ol the Love of God, or the Suffering of Chriſt, . 
the Evil of Sin, or the Beauty of Holingſs, of Death 
or Judgment, of Heaven or Hell; when he is diſ- 
courſing, I lay, on ſuch great and important Sub- 
jects as theſe, to talk of them with as much Cold- 
neſs and Indifference; as if he was telling an idle 
Story, or relat ing one of the common Occurrences of 
Life? Should we not, my Brethren, endeavour, as much 
as poſſible, to awaken the Conſciences of our Hear- 
ers, to touch their Hearts, to work upon their Af- | 
fections, and to raiſe in them ſuitable Sentiments of A 
Piety and Devotion ? But, can we expect to move I 
| 5 otherst, 
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others}, if we are are not affected ourſelves > To 
warm others, when we ourſelves are cold? To make 
others feel, what we ourſelves have no Senſe of ? 
Let us then labour, in the firft Place, to get our 
own Hearts deeply affected wirh the aweful Truths 


and Doctrines of Religion we are to preach to o- 


others; and then to convince our Hearers that we 
are ſo, by diſcourſing of them with a becoming 
Gravity and Authority, Warmth and Seriouſ- 35 


6. Let us be diligent and painful i in our ali 
rial Calling. Let us not careleſly or wilfully negle& 
any Part of our ſacred Work; but let us take Heed 
to the Miniſtry we have received of the Lord, that 
we may fulfil it, as the Apoſtle exhorrs Archippus, 


Coloſ. iv. 17. Let not one Duty intetfere with, or 
juſtſe out another; but let us endeavour to perform . 


every Part of our Work in its proper Seaſon, and 
with due Care and Application of Mind. Idleneſs 


and Sloth are very unbecoming Miniſters of the Go- 
ſpel ; for they are called Labourers, Builders, Over 
gers, Shepherds, Sewards,Rulers and Watchmen ; all 
which Deſignations import great Labour and Dili- 


gence. You ſee with what Vehemence and Solemniry 


the Apoſtle preſſes this upon Timothy, and in bim 


upon all Goſpel · miniſters ro the End of the World, 
2 Tim. iv. 1. I charge thee Lefore God, aud the Lord 
Feſus Chriſt, who Patt Judge the Quick and the 


Dead, at bis appearing and his Kingdom, Preach 


the Mord, be inſtant in Seaſon and out of Seaſon, 
reprove, rebuke and exbort, with all Long- -ſuffernig 
aud Doctrine. And he preſcribes aorhing to us but 

what 
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what he practis d himſelf 3 for he was unweariedly 
diligent in his Maſter's Work ; he was willing to 
ſpend and be ſpent for the Good ,of Souls. He 
iells the Epheſian Presbyters, As xx. 18, 20, that 
they knew bow he had laboured among them aft 
all Seaſons, and had taught them publickly, and 

from Houſe to Horſe ; teſtifying both to the cus, 
and alſo to the Greeks, Repentance towards God, 
and Faith towards our Lord Teſus Chriſt, And, 
above all, the Example of our bleſſed Lord and 

Saviour, ſhould have a powerful Influence upon us 

this Way; he went about continually doing Good, 

and preaching the Goſpel of the Kingdom : And 
we find, that ſometimes, after he had been bufily 

_ employed in publick Work throughout the Day, 

F;| he retired to ſome ſolitary Place, and fpent the 

1 Night in Prayer; ſo that the Zeal of God's Houſe 
did eat him up; it weatied his Body, waſted his 
Spirits, and exhauſted his Strength ; and he reckon- 
ed it his Meat and Drink to do the Will Ld him that 
 fent him, and finiſh his Work. 

Let us endeavour, my Brethren, to imitate this 
noble Pattern. Let us ply our Work with the 
greateſt Vigour and Activity, and give ourſelves 
wholly to it; and for this End let us abſtract our 
ſelves from all ſecular Buſineſs, as much as poſ- 
fible ; and beware of involving ourſelves in the Af- 
fairs of this World. Miniſters are called Soldiers; and 
the Apoſtle tells us, 2 Tm. ii. 4. That no Man that 
Warreth entangleth himſelf with the Affairs of this > 
Liſe, that he may pleaſe him who bat choſen him to be 

a Soldier, Sure I am, if we conſider ſeriouſly how diſ- 
cult, extenſive, and important our miniſterial Werk 

15, and how weak and inſufficient the beſt of us are 

| tor 
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focir it, we will neither find Heart nor r Leiſure for « 0- 


ther Buſineſs 
7. Let us ſee to it, that we be honeſt and faith- 


ful in the Management of our Work. As the tuls 


filling of our Miniſtry is a Service required of us, 


ſo it is a Truſt commitred unto us; let us then be 


faithful to our great Maſter, faithful to our own 


Conſciences, and Pfasckful to the Souls of thoſe wo 


are committed to our Charge. We are ſer as Over- 


ſeers aud Watchmen over the Houſe of God; and 
We are told what the Lord requires and expects of 


us in that Station. EZek. xxxiii. 7, 8, 9. Son 0j 
Man, I have ſet thee a Watchman over the Houfe 
of Iſrael; therefore thou ſhalt bear the Word at my 
Mouth, and warn them from me. When I ſay; un. 


70 the Wicked, O wicked Man, thou ſhalt ſurely die; 


if tbou doſft not ſpeak to warn the Wicked from bis 
Way, that wicked Man ſhall die in bis Iniquity 3 - 
but his Blood will I require at thine Hand, &. 


Let us then, my Brerhren, tell our People their Du- 


ty plainly and honeſtly; and let us faithfully re- 
prove them for their Sin, and warn them of their 


Danger, whether they will hear, or whether they 


will forbear, that we may exoner ourſelves, and | 
aeliver our own Souls. 
8. When we act in a judicative Capacity, and 
meet together for managing the Public Affairs of 


the Church, let us be careful to behave ourſelves 


ſuitably to our ſacred Character. Let us endea- 


vour to be animated with a ſincere and bearty Zeal 
for rhe Honour of our great Maſter, the Intereſt of 
Religion, and the Edification of our Fellow-chrt- 


ſtians. Let us ſhew a warm and affectionate Con- | 


gern for the PUR of the Doctrine of Chrift, the 


Plain- | 


Plainneſs and 1 of his Worſhip, the Aus 
thority of his Laws and Government, and the Peace 
and Welfare ot his Church. And let us expreſs a 
holy Diſpleaſure and Indignation againſt Error and 
Hereſy, Vice and Prophaneneſs, Faction and Diſ— 
order, and every Thing that's contrary to ſound 
Doctrine, and the Power of Godlineſs. The Apoſtle 
tells us, Cal. iv. 18. that it is good to be Zealouſiy af- 
fected in a ood . Hing; and ſurely, my Brethren, 
Truth and Holineſs, and Peace and Order ate good 
Things; yea, of all others, the beſt and moſt valu- 
able Things. We are called to ftrive together, for the 
Faith of the Goſpel, Philip, i, 27. and to contend, ear- 
neſely for the Faith once delivered unto the Saints, 
Jude, ver. 3. And as Miniſters we are peculiarly 
obliged to this, by Virtue of our Office; for we 
are ſet up for the Defence and Confirmation. of the 
r Ho Re 
But, in the mean Time, my Brethren, let us take 
Care that our Zeal be duly tempered with Chriſti- 
an Prudence and Moderation, with Meekneſs, Hu- 
mility and Charity. Let us beware of mixing the 
Wildfire of our own Paſſions with this holy and 
hcavenly Fire of Zeal, and much more of ſubſtitut- 
ing the one in Place of the other: For, as the A- 
poltle tells us, James i, 20. The Wrgth of Man 
worketh not the Righteouſneſs of God; yea, it or- 
dinatily produces the quite contrary Effects, as the 
ſame Apoſtle obſerves, Chap. iii. 16. Where bitter 
* envying (or, as it may be rendred, bitter Zeal) aud 
Strife is, there is Confuſion aud every evil Wark. 
Let us then endeavour, my Brethren, to manage all 
our Debates and Reaſonings with that Gravity, and 
Calmneſs of Lemper, that becomes our Character, 
e i 


* 
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ed Conſtructions upon their Words; and every Thi 


as Miniſters of the Goſpel, abſtaining from all birth 
and injurious Reflections upon thoſe who may differ 
from us; all bitter and fatyrical Repartees; all ſtrains 


that has a Tendency to raiſe their Paſſions, an 
roffle their Minds. We may make our Arguments 
as hard and ſtrong as we pleaſe ; but let us always 


tale Care to uſe ſoft and gentle Words. 
And ler us, in all our Conſultations and Deri- 
Hons, ſhow a ſacred Regard to Candor; Equity 


and Juſtice. Ir is an excellent Saying ot one of the 
Antients to this Purpoſe f, It becomes all Men, 
* in Matters of Debate and judgment, to diveſt 
„ themſelves of Love, Hatred, Compaſſion, Reſent- 

* ment, and the like Paſſions : For the Mind cart 
* hardly diſcern the Truth, when theſe A flect ions 


| © ſtand in the Way.” Let us then my Brethren, 


endeavout, as much as poſſible, to lay al de all ourPre- 


upon our Judgments: 


judices and Paſſions, and 22 that may dar* 
ken our Minds, and clap a Biaſs 
Let us not, in Matters of Judgment, ſufler ourſelves to 


be ſway d by a Reſpect of Perſons, by Love and 


FPtiendſhip on the one Hand, or Hatred and Diſlike 
on the other, or any Thing elſe that is foreign to the 


Merits of the Cauſe ; for thus we ſhall become guil- 
ty of groſs Partiality and Injuſtiee. We may L 9 
ply to this Parpoſe that excellent Law which Mos 


ſes preſctibes to the Judges of Irael, Lev. xiz. 11. 2 

Ze ſhall do no Unrighteouſneſs in Judgment; thou 

ſpalt not reſpect the Perſon of the Poor, nor honour 
BE > N Völs 


the. 
+ Omnes bomi ne c, qui de rebus dubiis conſulitht, ab 


ods, amicitia, ira, atque Miſericordia v@cuos efſe decet. 
Fuud facile animu verum providet, ubi illa officitht, = 
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the Perſon of the is Mighty? ; but in Ralf ſoatt © 
thou judge thy Neighbour. And it is a very ſo- © 


Iemn Charge which the Apoſtle gives to Timothy, 
1 Epiſt. v. 21. I charge thee before God, and the 
Lord Feſus Chriſt, aud the Elect Angels, that thou 


obſerve theſe Things, without preferring one before : 


another; doing nothing by Partiality. 


Loet us endeavont, in the whele of our Converſa- 


tion, to behave ourſelves ſuitably to our Chriſtian and 


miniſterial Calling. Miniſters are obliged by their ſa- 
cred Character to be Enſamples unto the Elock, i Pet. v. 

3. And the Apoſtle exhorts Timothy, and in him all 
Miniſters, to be an Example of the Believers in Nord, 


1 Converſation, in Charity. in Spirit, in Faiib, in Pu- 

rity, 1 Tim. iv. 12. and to follow after Righteouſneſs, 5 
 Codlineſs, Faith, Love, Patience, Meekneſs. Chap. 
vi. 11. It is not enough, my Brethren, that we lay 
not a Stumbling-block before cur People, by our evil 

Mors, but we mutt in all Things ſhew ourſelves 
"Paterns of good Works, Tir. ii. 7. We muſt be 
careful to enforce all the Exhortations, Warnings, 
and Advices we give them, by our own Practice 
and Example: And not only point out the right 


Way to them, but lead them in it, and walk be- 


tore them as He- goats before the Flock. And thus 
we ſhall be in Caſe to ſay to them, as the Apoſtle 
does to the Corinthians, Be ye Followers of me 
even as J alſo am of Chriſt; and as Gideon did to 


his Soldiers, Loo on me and do likewiſe. - O! hap- 
py is that Miniſter who can, with a humble Con- 
fidence, appeal both to God and Men upon this 
Head, and lay with the Apoſtle, ver. 10. of chis Chap- 


ter where my Text lies, Ie are Mitneſſes, and God 
alſo, Hor 00 holily and juſtly, aud unblameably de he. 


ben 4 


all our Help muſt come from him, let us conltantly 
look up ro him, that he may wake his Grace for. 


Car). 


Aa. 


bau d ourſelves among you that believe. It is cer. 
tain, my Brethren, that a holy Life and Converſa- 


tion will have a ſtronger Influcnce upon our People, 
to engage them to comply with our Inſt ructions and 


Exhortations, than any other Arguments we can poſ- 


ſibly uſe with them : . Whereas, on the contrary, if 
our Practice viſibly contradict our Preaching, we 


do but pull down with one Hand, what we built uh 


with the other, We take the moſt effectual Mes 


thod to fruſtrate the Ends of our Miniſtry, and ren- 
der all our Labours unſucceſsful. And, we lay our 


ſelves juſtly open to that ſevere Expoſtulat ion of 
the Apoſtle, Rom. ii. 21. Thou that teachef® anc: 

ther, teacheſt thou not thyſelf > Thou that preacheſt 
a Man ſhould not fleal, doft thou teal? Thou that 


ſayeſt a Man ſhould not commit Adultery, doſt thou 
commit Adultery? Thou that makeſt thy Boaſt of 


the Law, thro breaking the Law, diſhonoureſt 


thou God? = 


10. Let us, in the Whole of our miniſterial 


Work, depend upon God himſelt by Faith and 
Prayer, for his Eleſſing to accompany all our La- 


bours, and make them ſucceſstul. The A poſtle tells 
us, 2 Cor. iii. 5. That we are not of ourſelues ſuf. 
ficient to think auy 7 bing as of ourſelves; but our 
Sufficiency is of God, And ſure I am, we muſt be 
very great Strangers to ourſclves, and very much 


unacquainted with the Difficulty and Importance 


of our Work, if we are not*thoroughly convinced of 
the Truth of this. Well then, my Brethren, ſince 
all our Sufficiency is of God, let all our Dependence 
be upon him; ſince all our Springs are in him, and 
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frient for ut, and * Strength in our Weak- 
neſs. He is the God ot Ordinances, and the Ma- 
fer of Aſſemblies ; gad the Virtue and Efficacy of 
all Goſpel-ordinances depends intirely upon his Ble 
ſing, and the Concurrence of his Holy Spirit with 
them: For tho' Paul ſhould plant, and Appollos 
water, yet unleſs God nimſelt give the Increaſe, na 
Increaſe will follow. The precious Treaſure of the 
Goſpel is put int poor weak earthey Veſſels, that 
| phe Excellency of the Power may appear to be of 
Gad, and not of Man. . | | 
And theretore, after all the Pains we can take, 
let us have Recourſe to the Throne of Grace, and 
wreſtle earneſtly with God for his Bleſſing to at- 
tend all our Miniſtrations. Let us pray, that he 
would, out of his rich Treaſures, miniſter both Seed 
fo the Sower, and Bread to the Eater, That he 
would touch our Lips with a Live-coal from his holy 
Altar, that we may ſpeak as becomes the Oracies of 
God, That he would give us Utterance,. that we 
may apen our Mouths boldly, to make known the My- 
ſteries of the Goſpel of Chriſt. That he would make 
the Weapons ef our Warfare mighty ( thto' Power of 
his Grace) for the pulling down of ſtroug Holds,caſting | 
dawn of all Imaginations, and bringing every bigh 
Fought in Captivity to the Obedience of Chriſt. 
And, in ſhort, that he would enable us ſo to manage 
every Part of our Work, as the Souls of our People 
may be edificd, and we may obtain the Divine Ac- 
geptance and Approbation, : Ee 
1 now pracced to the e Z 
' Fhirg and laſt Thing propoſed, viz. To open 
the Force of the Arguments here offered to us, and 
new you what laflucnge they ought to have upon 
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us, to engage us to FS: our ' Aim and Eu- | 
deavour, to pleaſe God rather than Men. 

The firſt Argument the Apoſtle ſuggeſts to us, is, 
that we are allowed, or approved of God to be put in 
Truſt with the Goſpel. Now this implies, 1- That 
we are the Servants of God, in a peculiar Senſe, 


and he is our great Lord and Maſter. 3. That he 


has conferred a very ſpecial Honour and Privilege 
upon us, in putting us into the Miniſtry. 3. That 
he has committed a very important Truſt to us. 
And 4 That as we are his Servants, and imployed 
in his Work, we have Reaſon to expe c his Counte- 
nance and Protection. Now, all theſe Conſidera- 
tions ought to have a mighty Influence upon us, to 


engage us to pleaſe God — than Men. 


1 Confider, my Brethren, that you are in a pe- 
culiar Senſe the Scrvants of God, and he is _ 
great Lord and Maſter. He has approved you, or 
judged you fit to be imployed as his Servants, in 
the Work of the Goſpel. What was ſaid of Faul 
and his Fellow-labourers at Philippi, Acts xvi. 17. 


- may (at leaſt in a lower Scnſc) be applied to all 


the Miniſters of the Goſpel, Theſe are the Servants 
of the moſt high God, h hem unto us the Way of 
Salvation. Now, my Brethren, it you are not h 
Servants of Men. but the Servants of the moſt high 
God; does it not follow evidently, that you are 
bound to pleaſe God rather than Men? that you 
ought to pleaſe your great Lord and Maſter, rather 
than gratify the Humours of your Fellow-ſcrvants? 
Conſider, I pray you, what a vain Thing it is, 


to endeavour to pleaſe Men; and how hard and 


difficult a Task you undertake, when you attempt 
255 Fat there! is ſuch a prodigious Varie = ot Tem- 
| - pets;.. 


pers, Opinions, and * 4 amongſt the Mul- 
titude, that when you pleaſe ſome, you muſt of 
Neceſſity diſpleaſe others. And the Humours of 
particular Perſons» are ſo fickle and inconſtant, that 
what pleaſes them at one Time, may probably diſguſt 
ibem at another. You may have their Favour and 
Eſteem To- day, and may loſe it again To- morrow. 
A very ſmall Circumſtance may make them diſlike 
and contemn you, as much as ever they valued you. 
But tho you were ſure of gaining the Eſteem and 
Applauſe ot Men, and of keeping it too; yet what 
would it avail you? What Advantage can you 
expect to reap from it? What an empty and alry 
Enjoyment is it? And how little Satisfaction can 
it give to the Mind? Eſpecially if you compare it 
with the Favour and Approbation of your great 
Lord and Maſter, whoſe loving Kindneſs is better 
than Life. How trifling and inconſiderable will the 
Applauſes and Commendations of all Mankind 
appear, if you view them in this Light? And how 
infinitely more does it concern you, to approve your 
ſelves unto him, upon whoſe Acceptance and Ap- 
robation your eternal Happineſs depends? 
Bur. beſides, it you make ic your chief Care to 
pleaſe Men, and to procure their Eſteem ; it you 
love and ſeck the Praiſe of Men, more than the 
Praiſe of God, tis plain, you cannot be accounted 
his faithful Servants; you jultly forfeit your Claim 
to that honourable Character. For (ſays the A- 
poſtle, Gal. i. 10) if I yet pleaſed Men, I ſhould not 
be the Servant of Chriſt. It, tor the Sake of pleaſ- 
ing Men, or for Fear of their Diſpleaſure, you deny 
Chriſt, your Lord and Maſter, and diſown his 


Truths or Intereſts, he will ſolemnly diſown you 1 5 
5 5 l 2 
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laſt for his Servants, 2 ? 33. Mhoſde ver ſhall 
deny me before Men, him will I alſo deny before my 
Father which is in Heaven, 2 2. 
2. Confider that God has conferred a very ſpe- 
cial Honour and Privilege upon.you, in veſting you 
with the ſacred Office; and therefore you are obliged, 
in Gratitude, to ſerve him diligently and faithiully 
in it, and to make it your great Buſineſs to pleaſe 
vim rather than Men. You ſee how the Apoſlle 
expreſſes the deep Senſe he had of this, 1 Tim. i. 12. 
 JthankChrift Feſus our Lord, ' who bath enabled me, 
for that he counted me faithful, putting me into the 
_ Miniſtry. And Epb. iii. 8. Unto me, who am leſs 
than the leaſt of all Saints, is this Grace given, that 
J. ſhould preach among the Gentiles the unſearchable 
Riches of Chriſt, O! my Brethren, has God fo 
remarkably diſtinguiſhed you from the reſt of your 
Fellow- Chr iſtians? Has he advanced you to ſuch an 
eminent Station in his Church? Has he furniſhed 
| you, in ſome Meaſure, with ſuitable Gifts and 
Qualifications for it? Has he counted you faithful 
to put you into the Miniſiry? Has he appointed 
you to be Stewards of the Myſteries of God, to be 
Overſeers of the Flock of Chriſt, to be Embaſſadors 
in bis Name and Stead, to be Workers together with 
vim? Has he exalted you to ſuch a high Dignity, 
and fayoured you with ſuch a noble Privileg-? And 
does not all this lay you under the ſtrongeſt - Obli- 
gations, to make it your chief Buſineſs to pleaſe and 
Honour and glorify bim? Sure I am, it you have any 
true Love to God and to your bleſſcd Redeemer; 
it you have any Senſe of Ingenuity or Gratitude, you 
cannot but be convinced, that you are bound by the 
ſtricteſt Ties, to conſecrate yourſclves incirely to his 
VVV Plealure 
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Pleaſare and Service, and to value his Apprabatiofi 
of you, infinitely more than the Eſteem or Applauſe 
of Men. ee eee e 
3. Conſider that he has committed a very im- 

portant Truſt unto you, and therefore you muſt 
ſtudy above all Things to pleaſe him, and find Ac- 
nee in his Sight, otherwiſe you catinot be faith- 
ful to your Truſt. He has approved you, as fit and 
proper Perſons, to be prt.in Truſt with the Goſpel. 
He has intruſted you with the Diſpenſat ion of the 
Mord, the A dm iniſtration of the Sacraments, the 
Exerciſe of Diſcipline and Government, and all the 
Ordinances of his own Appointment. The Goſpel 
of Feſus Chrift, which he has committed to your 
Truſt, is a very rich and precious Treaſure ; and you 
muſt deliver it to your People, pure and uncorrupted, 
as you Have received it of the Lord. You are called 
to be the Miniſters of Chriſt, and Stewards of the 
Myſteries of God. Now, (lays the Apoſtle ) it is ro- 
quired in Stewards, that a Man be found faithful, 
1 Cor. iv. 1, 2. Faithfulneſs is the main and prin- 
cipal Qualification that is required of them ; and 
therefore, my Brethren, as Stewards of God's Houſ- 
hold, you muſt faithfully diſpenſe the Bread of Life 
to all the Children and Servants of the Family, giving 
to every one of them, their Portion of Meat in due Sea- 
ſon, You muſt not ofter them 4 Stone inſtead of 
Bread; you muſt not give them 4 Serpent in place 
of a Fiſh; you mult not adminiſter Poiſon to them, 
(tho? it may be ſweet and pleaſing to their Taſte) 
inſtead of ſound and wholeſome Food. © 3 hy. 

O! Conſider I pray you, my Brethren, that the 
Glory of God, the Honour of your Redeemer, the 
Intereſt of Religion, the Credit and Succeſs of your 
e Miniſtry, 
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Miniſtry, the Peace 200 Comfort of your own \ Minds, ; 
and the Edification and Salvation of the Souls of 
our People depend in a great Meaſure, upon your 


diſcharging your Duty honeſtly and aithfully, And 
therefore, tho? you ſhould run the greateſt Hazard of 


loſing the Favour ot Men, and incurting their Diſ- 


La yet you muſt be true to your Truſt, and 
faithful to him who has committed it to you, Tho? 
vou may have the Proſpect of incountering the great- 
elt Dif. 

heavieſt 'Sufterings and Afflictions, for your Faith» 
fulneſs in the Diſcharge of your 'Wor yet you 
ſhould be ready to ay with the Apoſtle, A cts xx. 


24. None of 25 Things move me; neither count! 


my Life dear unto myſelf, ſo as I may finiſh my Courſe © 
with. Foy, and fulfil the Miniſtry which I bave 1 


ceived of the Lord Feſus. 


4. Conſider that as you are ay to be his Ser- 


5 vants, and employed in his Work, you have Reaſon 
to expect his Countenance and Protection; and 


therefore you need not be very ſollicitous about 


| pleaſing Men; you need not be orer- fond of their 
Smiles, nor een e their Frowns. Indeed, 


my Btethren, it you be honeſt and faithful in the 


Diſcharge of your miniſterial Work, you muſt lay 
your Account, that this wili bring upon you a good 
deal of Odium and II- will. The Men of the World 
will reckon you their Enemies, and treat you as 
ſuch, merely becauſe you deal p! ainly with them, and 
tell them the Truth. Bus let not this diſcourage 


you, be not afraid of the Faces of Men, be not iright= 


ned from doing your Puty, either by the Frowns of 
Men in Power, or the Clamours of the Populace, but 
be valians for the Honour and Intereſt of your great 


F Maſter, 


cultics and Dangers, and undergoing the 


\ 
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Maſter, and couragious E the Cauſc of Truth and 
Religion ; for Chriſt has promiſed you his gracious 
Preſence, Countenance, Aſſiſtance, and Protection 
in the faithful Diſcharge of the Work he has called 
yon to. Lo (ſays he) I am with you always, even 

unto the End of the World, Math. xxviii. 20. He 
Wil be with you, to own and countenance you in 
your Work; to aſſiſt and direct you in the Manage- 
ment of it ; to ſupport you under the Hardſhips and 
Difficulties you meet with; to comfort you under 
your Diſcouragements ; to concur with your La- 
bours, and crown them with Succeſs, | 

l bat ſhall we then ſay to theſe 7. hings, my 
Brethren ? If God be for us, who can be againſt us ? 
Tf he be on our Bide, we need not be atraid, tho 
all the Devils in Hell, and wicked Men upon Earth 
ſhould combine againſt us; for ſtronger is be that is 
on our Side, than all they that can pat bly riſe 3 
againſt uss. | 

The other Motive which the Apoſtle propoſes to 
us is, that God trieth our Hearts. Now this im- 
plies, t that he ſtri&ly obſerves all our Actions, that 
he knows the ſecret Springs and Deſigns of them, and 
that he will call us at laſt to a ſtrict and * 
Account of the. 
| 1. Confider that God narrowly obſerves all your 
Actions, and ſurveys the whole of your Conduct and 
Management, and therefore it concerns you much to 
approve yourſelves unto him. You may eaſily con- 
ccal yourlelves, and a great many of your Actions 
from the View of Men, they have not Accels to 
obſerve your Behaviour in your ſecret Retirements, | 
and fo they may be miltaken in paſſing a Judgment 
concerning you. Bur all T, * are naked and open 

in 


in the Eyes of him with whom you have to do, Tou 
cannot poſſibly hide yourſelves from him in ſecret 
Places. He knows your lying down and riſing up, and 
compaſſeth all your Paths; and therefore, my Bre- 
| thren, ſee that you ſet the Lord always before you. 
Remember that you are conſtantly under the Ve of 
bis all-ſeeing Eye. And ſtudy above all Things to 
| approve yourſelves unto him, and to find Favour in 
NM 5 „„ 
2. Conſider that he not only obſerves your out ward 
Behaviour, but is acquainted with the in ward Tem- 
per and Diſpoſit ion of your Hearts, and knows 
the ſecret Springs and Motives of all your Actions, 
and the Ends to which they are directed. To what 
Purpoſe, my Brethten, ſhould you be ſo earneſtly 
_ defirous of gaining the Eſteem and Applauſe of Men, 
fince they ſee but your outward Appearance, and are 
ſo liable to be impoſed upon by it? They know nor 
the inward Springs and Principles of your Actions, 
the Motives by which you are ſwayed, nor the Ends 
and Deſigus which yo propoſe to yourſelves; and 
therefore they may be very eaſily deceived in framing 
a ſudgment of you, and may err on the favourable, 


as well as the ſevere Side. But O! remember, my 


Brethren, you have to do with a God who ſearcheth 
the Hearts and trieth the Reins of the Children of 
Men, who knows the ſecret Principles, Motives, and 
Ends of all your Actions, and cannot poſſibly be 
miſtaken in paſſing a Judgment concerning them; 
and therefore it ought to be your great Concern to 
act from right Moti ves, and for right Ends, in every 
Thing you do, and particularly to make it your 
main Scope and Endeavour, in the whole of your 
miniſterial Work, to pleaſe and glorify God, ſince 
. ne T2 | others 


AMY: 
otherwiſe you cannot expect to obtain his Appro- 
bation. FVV 

3. Conſider that he will at laſt call you to a ſtrict 
and impartial Account, for the whole of your Con- 
duct. God's ſearching the Hearts of Men, is frequently 

1cntioned in Scripture, with a View to his judging 
and rewarding them. Thus Fer. xvii. 19. J the 
Lord fearch the Heart, Itry the Reins ; even to give 
every Man according to bis Mays, and according to 
the Fruit of his Doings, Rev. ii. 23. I am be which 
ſearcheth the Reins and Hearts, and I will give unto 
every one of you according to your Works. O] my 
Brethren, how ſhould the Proſpect of that great and 
awful Day of Accounts engage you to Sincerity and 
Uprightneſs of Heart, to Faithtulneſs and Diligence 
in your Work, and to make it your great Buſineſs |® 
o pleaſe God rather than Men? You ſce it had this 
Influence upon the Apoſtles and primitive Chriſtians, 
2 Cor. v. 9, 10. IVherefore we labour, that whether © 
preſent or abſent, we may be accepted of him; for we © 
muſt all appear before the Fudgment-Seat of Chriſt, © 
How little does it import you, my Brethren, what 
Judgment your Fellow-Creatures may paſs concern- 
ing you, whether they approve or condemn you? Their 
Judgment can only affect your temporal Concerns, 
and its Influence and Etts&s will. be but of a very 
ſhort Duration. Bur O! my Brethren, of what in 
finite Conſequence is it to you to ſtand clear in the 
Judgment ot your great Lord, and to be accepted and 
approved by him, upon whoſe Sentence your eternal 
Happineſs or Miſery depends? You ſee with what 
a Greatneſs of Soul the Apoſtlè ex preſſes himſelf upon 
this Head, 1 Cor. iv. 3, 4. I/ith me it is 4 very 
. „ x55. 7: Jad 
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2 fuall 7 bing. to be oe of you, of of Man $ Tudg- 
ment; be that jndgeth me is the Lord. 

You are appointed Stewards of God's Houſhold, 
and cre long you muſt give an Account of your Stew- 


ardſhip to your great Lord and Maſter. Lou ate 


called to be Overſeers and Shepherds of the Flock of 
| Chriſt ; and if, upon Trial, you ſhall be found to have 
been negligent or unfaithful, how ſeverely will the 


great Judge charge it home upon you, as he did up- 
on the Shepherds of Iſrael of od, EZek, xxxiv, 3. 


and Jer. xxili. 2. The Diſeaſed have ve not [trength= 


ned; neither have ye heated that which was ich; 
neither have ye bound up that which was broken ; 
neither have ye brought again that which was 
driven away; neither have ye ſought that which 


was loſt, But ye have ſcattered my Flock, and 
driven them away; and hate not viſited re Be. 


bold I will viſit upon you the Evil of your Doings. 


O! how dreadful muſt your Condemnation, how | 


| intolerable muſt your Puniſhment be! : 
How will your own Conſciences gall and Ring 
you, and increaſe the Horror and Anguiſh of your 
| Woe? How bitterly will they challenge and ups 
| braid you, becauſe ye have known the Right, and 
yet have done the Wrong? You have pointed our 
the Way of Righteouſneſs to others, but have not 
walked in it your ſelves; you have directed others 
how to behave, ſo as to "pleaſe God, but you have 
Not been careful to pleaſe him your. ſelves. 
And thoſe miſerable Wretches, who have periſhed 


thro' your Negligence or Unfaithfulneſs, how ſeverely 


vill they accuſe and condemn you? How will 
they be apt to reproach you in ſuch Terms as theſe ? 
«* Baſe and perfidious Men! it Is you who have 


brought 


* 
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46 
brought all this upon us! it is vou who have 
e plunged us into irrecoverable Miſery! you have 
* betrayed your own Truſt, and ruined our pre- 
& cious Souls! if you had done your Duty honeſtly 
* and carefully; it you had faithtully reproved us 


tor our Sins, and warned us of our Danger; it 


85 you had not been more careful to pleaſe our Hu- 


* mours, than to edify our Sonls; if you had not 


*. baſcly connived at our Follies, and flartered us in 
e our Vices, we might have eſcaped this dreadful 
« Flace of Torments ! But now, alas! we are 
« loſt and undane for ever! and a great Part of the 


« Blame lyes at your Door.” O my Brethren } 


Can you think of all this, without the utmoſt 
Dread and Conſternation of Mind? When you 
con fider it, are you not afraid? And doth not 
Trembling take bold of your Fleſh? Who can en- 
dure ſuch cutting Reproaches and Accuſations as 
theſe? Who can bear the Wounds of a guilty Con- 
ſcience? And who knows the Power of God's 
Math? Who ſhall be able to ſtand before bim, if 
_ once he is angry? It is a fearſul Thing 7o fall inte 
the Hands of a living G . | 
But on the other hand; my Brethren, it you be 
ſincere and honeſt-hearted ; if you be diligent and 
taithſul in the Diſcharge of your Work ; and if you 
make it your great Scope and Buſineſs, to pleaſe 
God rather than Men, you ſhall at laſt obtain the 
Approbation of your great Lord and Maſter, which 
is infinitely more to be valued and defired than the 
Efteem and Applauſe of Men. When you ſtand e. 
fore the awful Tritunal of Chriſt, you ſhall hold up 
your Faces with Joy and Confidence, and ſhall hear 


that comfortable $ entence e paſt | in your Favour by the 
great 


Fee eee 


great Judge of the World: Mell gone thou good aud 
faithful Servant, thou baſt heen faithful in afew 
Things, I ill make thee Ruler over many Things, 


| enter thou into the Joy of thy Lord. He will beſtow. 


: upon you a gloriousRecompence of Reward, infinitely 


ſurpaſſing the Merit of your beſt Services, and far 
exceeding your largeſt Wiſhes and Hopes. For the 


Apoſtle aſſures you, 1 Pet. v. 4. that when the chief 


| . Shepherd ſhall appear, you ſhall. receive 4 Crown of 
; Glory that fadeth not away. And you are told, 


Dans. xii. 3. that they that be wiſe, ſhall ſhine like 


the Brightneſs of the Firmameut, and they that turn 


many to Righteouſneſs, as the Stars for ever and 
ever. Where the Prophet ſ{cems to intimate, that 


faithful Paſtors, who make it their great Care and 


Buſineſs to convert many Souls, and turn them to 
Righteouſneſs, ſhall ſhine with a diſtinguiſhed Blaze 
of Glory, above the ordinary Rate of other Saints; 
as far as the Light of the Stars excells the Bright- 


neſs of the Firmament, wherein they ſparkle like ſo 


many Diamonds. O! my Brethren, how ſhould it 


animate and encourage you in your Work, to think, 
that every Sinner you reclaim from the Error of his 


Ways, every Soul you bring in to the Lord Jeſus 


Chriſt, every Saint you edify and improve in true 


Holineſs, ſhall be as ſo many bright Gems in your 


Heavenly Crown ; that they thall make an Addition 


2 . 


Reward. . 
Let me then beſeech you, my 
Lord always before you ; to act as in his View, and 


to your Happineſs, and an Increaſe of your glorious 


under his Obſervation ; and to ſtudy, above all 


Things, to approve your ſelves unto him. Gird up 


the Loins of your Mind; ſhake off your Indolence 


and 


Brethren, to ſet the 
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and Stoth, and ants your ſelves: with vightwnd 
Activity to your Work. And thus yon are en- 
copraged to hope for that Grace, which ſpall be 


brought unto you at the Revelation of 8 85 Chrift. 


I ſhall now conclude this long Diſcourſe with 2 
few Advices to ſuch of the 1 ron People as are 


bere preſent. 
1. You muſt not imagine, my Fiiends, that what 


1 have ſaid hitherto, belongs to Minifters alone, 
und that yon have no Manner of Concern in it. For 
Lean aſſure you, it is your Duty, as well as theirs, 
to make it your great Buſineſs to pleaſe and glorify 
Cad, and to endeavour to do fo ſtill more ad more. 
Thus the Apoſtle exhorts the Theſſalonians, Chap. 


ir. 1. Furthermore we beſeech you, Brethren, and 
exbort you by the Lord Jeſus, that as ye Habe re- 


ceived of us how ye ought to walk, and to pleaſe 
God, fo ye would abound more and more. You may, 
to Doubt, plcafe your | Neighbours and Fellow- 


Chriſtians, ſo far as you can do it with a ſafe Con- 


ſcience, and in a Conſiſtency with the Duty you 


owe to God. But when you cannot pleaſe Men, 
bar at the Hazard of di/pleaſen fig God; when you | 


cannot gain their Good- will an Eftcem, otherwiſc 
tha by forfeiting the Divine Favour, and incurring 
his Hatred and Indignari ion; fare I am, you need 
beat no Loſs what Choice to make. For a0 het her 
it be right in the Sight of God, to hearken unto Men, 


more than unto God, judge ye. Our Saviour tells 
you very peremptorily, Aattb. x. 37. compared Wich 


_> xiv. 26. He that loveth Father or Mother, 
Wife or Children, Brethren or Siſters more than me, 


is net worthy of me, and cannot be my Diſciple. I: | 


YO 
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Fon love your neateſt Friends, Relations or Ac: 
quaintances better than Criſt; it you are more de- 
ſirous to pleaſe them than him, to gain their Favour, 
and avoid their Diſpleaſure, than his, you cannot 
be his Diſciples or Setvants; and he will not own 
you rb fech. {21h hos ple halen 7 ht 

2. You muſt not take it in bad Part, when, your 
Miniſters deal honeſtly and  faichtully with you; 
when they tell you freely of your Faults, reprove 
you tor your Sins, and warn you of your Danger. 
Lou muſt not count them your Enemies becauſe they 

tell you the Truth; for conſider, I pray you, my 
- Brethren, that they are bound to all this by Virtue 
| of their Office; they are obliged to diſcharge. their 
Duty faithfully; to make it their Buſineſs to pleaſe 


God, rather than you; and to be more atraid ef his 


Anger than of yours: And therefore, you ought not 
only to hearken to their Inſtructions and Exhortati- 
ons, but to ſubmit likewiſe to the Admonitions 
Warnings, and Reproofs they give you; when you 
have Reaſon to be ſatisficd, that they are juſt aud 
well founded. ITo this Purpoſe the Apoſtle exhoxts 
yell, Heb. xiii. 17. Obey them that haue tbe Rule 
ver you, and ſubmit yourſelves ; for they watch 
for your Souls, as they that muſt give Account; that 
they may do it with Foy, and not with Grief ; for that 
is unprofitable for you. Aud beſides, conſider. that 
Miniſters: are ſo far from being your Euemies, when 
they deal thus freely and faithfully with you, that 

they are your beſt Friends, and do you the belt Ser- 
vice they are capable of: For though an Admoni- 
tion may be ſomewhat grating and diſagrecable to 
you, yet it is really for your Advantage; as a Po- 
tion of „ Health, eee 


— — 
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be nauſcous and. unpleaſant to the Taſte. It is an 
excellent Obſervation of the wiſe. Man's, Prov. xxvii. 


6. Faithful ars the Wounds of a Friend; but the 
Kiſſes of au Enemy are deceitful: And therefore 


you ſhould be fo tar from being diſguſted! at your | 
Miniſters, for dealing plainly and honeſtly with you ; 
that: you ought to love and value them ſo much the 


more for it. You ſhould be ready to ſay with the 


Pſalmiſt, Pal. cxli. 5. Let the Righteous ſmite me, 
it ſhall be a Kindneſs; and let him reprove me, it 
all be an excellent Oil, which ſhall not break my 
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3. Let me exhort you to pity your Miniſters, 
and pray 5 them. They have a hard and dit- 


ficult Workſto manage; they have many Frailties | 


and Infirmities to ſtruggle with; they have much 


Oppoſition to encounter; and are expoſed to a Va- 


ricty of Snares and Temptations, A Deſire of 


pleafing Men, and of being eſteemed and approved 


y\chem, frequently proves a ſtrong Temptation; 


and, on the other Hand, the Fear of Man often 
bringeth a Hare, Prov. xxix. 25. So that it is not 


an eaſy Matter for them to keep a Conſcieuce void 
of Offence both towards God and Man; to avoid 


giving any juſt Ground of Offence ro Men, and 
yer, at the ſame Time, to diſcharge their Duty 


aithfully, and approve themſelves to their Lord aud 
Maſter: And therefore they have much Need of 


your Sympathy and Prayers. The Apoſtle frequent- 
Iy defires the Prayers of the Chriſtians to whom he 


writes; and ſure [ am, the ordinary Miniſters of 
the Goſpel need the Prayers of their Fellow-chriſti- 
ans a great deal more. I ſhal! only ment ion one 

Paſlage at preſent, 2 Theſ. iii. 1, 2. Hnaily, Bret breu, 


pray 
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T 0 bis « own Maſier * ee or Jalleth. 
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prey for us, ha the. Ward 1 the Lord. may bave 


| = Courſe, and be glorified. Aud that we may be 1 
delivered from unreaſonable and Wicked Men : ; For | 
' all Men have not Faith, . 


Be not too forward to FEES pay Like your 


= Miniſters for any Patt'of their Conduct; eſpecially in, 
WE Things of a doubtful and dif; putable Nature: For they 


may perhaps be in the right, and you in the wrong. 
They may poſſibly have examin'd the Matter more 
throughly than you have done, and ſo may be better 
able to judge aright concerning it: And beſides you 
know not the Reaſons and Motives of their Con- 
duct, and the Ends they have had in their View; 


and ſo you are in great Hazard of being miſtaken 
in the judgment you form about it. They have 


done a Thing that is offenſive to you, and contrary 
to your Sentiments and Inclinations. But what if 
that which diſpleaſes you, ſhould, at the ſame Time, 
be pleaſing and acceptable unto God? What it 


they have ſincerely followed the Light of their own 
Conſciences; and ſtudied, in this Part of their (on- 
dud, as well as others, to approve themſelves un- 
to their great Lord? And it this be the Cale, my 
Friends, muſt you not own, that you ha ve been raſh 


and preſumptuous in paſſing a Judgment to their 


Diſadvantage ? Yea, that you have been uncharitable 
and injurious to them, in cenſuring and condemne | 

ing them for that, for -which they deſerve to be 
commended : : Belides,that y you have boldly encroach« 
ed upon the Prerogative of God, and preſumed to 
take his Work out of his Hands: For f may apply - 
to this Purpoſe what the Apoſtie ſays, Rom. xiv. 4. 
Who art thou that judgeſt another's Man's Servant ? 
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ITI might Taggelt ſereral other Advice to you: 
8 but becauſe I have wearied your Patience too m 
2 alfeady, T concltide nne excellent Prayer of the 
Apoſtles Heb. xiii. 20, 21. Mm the God of Peace, 
| gan from the Mad our Lord Faſus 
reat Shepherd of I Sheep, through b 
ma ke you porfocs 
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